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STAFFCRD CCURT HOUSE BUILDIFGS

Stafford County, Virginia.
Owaer: BStafford Counby, Va.

Date of EBrecticn: € 1750 = 1850

Architect: Tnknown.
Builder: Panknown.

Present Condition: Demolished.

Nurmber of Stories: Two. for one building; one for the others.

Materials of Construotion: Brick, stome and stuoco.

Other Existing Records: Unlmown.

Additionadl Data: (See following pages).
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THE OLD COURT HOUSE BUILDINGS 0 - SrarF

Stafford Court House, Virginia.

These buildings were destrayed about twenty years ago
when the new highway was constructed. No records of the
struotures beyond the old phetograrhs here reproduced seem to
be extant. There is noe plan showing the arrengement of the
different buildings, but inguiries show thet the old oourt
house stood in approximately the same position as the present
bullding, the Clerk's Uffice stood to the northeast, faoing
south and the jall to the east, on axis with the Court Heuse,
end on & site that would be in the middle of the pmresent

hi@w&y .

The Court Eouse was & T=shaped building with the leg
of the T to the west. It was plastered, probably on briek,
with wood trime. The fecade yould seem to have been avout fifty
feet long and about 18 feet 'Bem = slight offset water table
to the cornioce. A doorway centered on the front and two tall wind-
ows flanked it on each side. The windows would seem to have been
three lights wide and four high, producing a very lerge light size.
The staf{ beads were nerrow, &3 were the muntins, and the openings
weore equipped with blindse Thers was little attempt at enrich-
ment of @y of the openings, as far as one o¢an deternine from the
photographs. The doorway was largely covered by a storm porch,
but the overdoor shows to some extent. The portion showing is
too small to analyze but mey have been similar to the entabletures
over the windows. These seem to have been merely a deep cove,
cut off at the ends, instead of rsburning on themselves. The
member below the cove on the nearest window on the view from the
sountheeast, would seem o be an addition, perheps the box for a
Venetisn blind or swninge The end walls were blank, the fire-
places being located here as the ohimmevs testify. There were
return windows on the west elevation of the mein building, cne
on either side of the west wings This wing was no doubt used as
the oourt room, as is customary in Virginia court houses. This
use would seem to be borne out by the sillas of the windows being
raised above those of the main wing, as ssen in the view from
the northwest.

The roofs of the tuilding are gabled, at the piteh of
the Classic pediment and the geble ends 2re expressed as pedi-
ments: In the tympanum is seen & gsmi-ciroular reoess simulating
a lunettes. The chimmey ocourring directly behind the lunette
would make it seeam certain that the latter wasg never gluzed.

The roof was covered with metal, with standing seams.
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The Court House is of the Clessic Revival Style and ‘
was probably built about 1840 to 1850. The other buildings U
were earlier though it is difficult to assign a date to the
Jeil, as it lacks any detail that would give such a clue., The
Clerk's Office, on the other hand, is fairly architectural, and
probebly built sbout 1780=17%0.

The Jail was & stone built building, about twenty feet
square. The meterisl was probably Aquia Creek sandstone, dressed
and ooursede The Aquia gueryy is situated only a few miles
eway, The building was two stories high, having probebly only
one room on sach floor. The upper room,was reached by e flight
of dhne steps and the lower story was entered from the grade,
The upper story was possaibly for white prisoners and the lower
for colored. In the photogreph the outside steps can be seen
and the doore by which the upper and lower rooms were entered
and the upper window on the west sides All the opernings are
plein rectangles, with e heavy stone 811l at the bottom and 2
similar lintel at the top., The apertures are guardsd by heavy
netel grilles, probebly of s+trap iron on cak frames. The window,
however, seems to have the iromm let into the stone itself. The
cornice et the eaves, is merely boxed. The chimney, perched on
the ridge, does not seem to be original.

The Clerk!s Office 48 a plain gabled brick structure
epproximetely thirty~six ffet long by twenty deep and about
twelve feot in height between base course and cornicee. The
‘north and south elevations seem to have been similar, but as
the north side is obsoured in the photograph by vines, it is
the south elevation of which most is known. On this is centered
o fairly low doorway spamned by & stone flat arch rusticated to
yepresent four woussoirs vhich support & central fliuted keystone.
The door &s seen in the photograph can be considered modern. The
wide frame with the backstand would seen to bo original, here as
in the windows, s wuld the paneled shuiters, closed over the
windows. These shutters were svidently original, and the t&p
panels were square and rather delicately moulded. Probably the
lower part of each shutter was divided into two equal parels,

. below the squere top panel. The window arches were similer to
the door. The window keystone engages the soffit of a narrow
stone cornice, evidently moulded with a oove, uwnder & quarter
round. The return at the gable oan be c¢learly seen in the view
from the northwest. The window gills sare stone, moulded with a
nosing at the top. The base course is also sbtone and would seen
to be & torus under & scotis. This waz probably above & low
stone foundation. The stone here is doubtless elso Aquis. The
front elevation is laid in Flemish bond and on the side in
comnon bonde

The close relationship between the Clerkis Office and
contenporary work in Alexandria and Dumfries is very evident.
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